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Soviets' of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies—can their

activity fill the State with a Socialist spirit.

~ Likewise, economic reconstruction can go on only as
a process carried on by the mass action of the working
class,

Mere decrees on socialisation issued by high revolu-
tionary authorities are of no more value than empty
sounds.  Only the working class, by its own efforts,
can change these sounds into actuality,  Only in a
stubborn fight with capital, face to face in every enter-
prise, by their own direct pressure, by means of strikes,
and by creating their permanent representative organs,
can the workers secure control and, finally, the actual
‘administration of production.

The workers must learn to transform themselves from
mere machines, which the capitalist employs in the pro-
cess of production, into free, active, thinking leaders
of this process. They must acquire the sense of respon-
sibility of active members of the commonwealth, which
alone is the owner of all social wealth, They must
develop zeal at work, without the whip of the employer,
the highest productivity without the spur of capitalist
drivers, discipline without a yoke, and order without
domination.  Highest idealism in the people’s interest,
strictest self-discipline, true civic spirit of the masses—
these constitute the moral basis of a Socialist society,
just as stupidity, egotism, and corruption are the moral
basis of capitalism. -

These Socialist civic virtues, as also knowledge and the
ability to conduct Socialist industries, can be acquired by
the workers only by personal activity and ' personal
experience.

The socialisation of society can be accomplished to the
fullest extent only by the persistent and uninterrupted
struggle of the workers at all points where labour and

capital, the people and the class rule of the bourgeoisie,
meet face to face.

The, emancipation of the working class must be the
work of the workers themselves,
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III.

In bourgeois revolutions bloodshed, terror, and political
murder were the indispensable weapons of the rising’
classes.

The proletarian - revolution requires no terror for the
realisation of its aims; it looks upon manslaughter with
hatred and aversion. It has no need for such means
because the struggle it conducts is not against indi-
viduals but against institutions. It enters the arena with
no naive illusions, the dispersal of which would prompt
it to have recourse to revenge. The proletarian revolu-
tion is not the desperate attempt of a minority forcibly to
transform the world in accordance with its own ideal.
On the contrary, it is the action of great masses, of
millions of people, called upon to carry out their historic
mission and to make a reality of what has become an
historic necessity. ;

But the proletarian revolution is at the same time also
the death knell of all slavery and oppression.” This is
the reason why the capitalists, junkers, petty bourgeoisie
and officers, and the beneficiaries and parasites of ex-
ploitation and class rule, are rising like one man to fight
to the death against the proletarian revolution.

It were madness to suppose that the capitalists will
submit voluntarily to the Socialist verdict of a parlia-
ment or a national assembly, that they will calmly
surrender their property, their profits, their privileges of
exploitation. Al ruling classes have fought obstinately
to the end for their privileges. The Roman patricians,
as well as the feudal barons of the Middle Ages, the
English nobles and the American slaveowners, the
boyars (large estate owners) of Wallachia and the silk
manufacturers of Lyons—all shed rivers of blood. They
trampled upon corpses, they committed murder, arson,
and state treason, they precipitated civil war for the
purpose of defending their privileges and power.

The imperialist capitalist class, as the last offspring
of the caste of exploiters, surpasses all its predecessors
as far as brutality, open cynicism, and rascality are
concerned.
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‘The Spartacus Union will never take over the power of
government otherwise than by a clear manifestation of the
unquestionable will of the great majority of the proletarian
mass of Germany. It will only take over the power of

Government by the conscious approval by the mass of the
workers of the principles, aims, and tactics of the
Spartacus Union,

The proletarian revolution can reach full clearness and
ripeness only by struggling gradually, step by step along
the Golgotha path of the workers’ own bitter experiences

through defeats and victories.

The victory of the Spartacus Union is not in the
beginning but at the end of the revolation : it is identical
with the victory of the great mass of the Socialist work-
ing class.

Arise, proletarians! To the battle! We have to
struggle against a world, to conquer a world.

In this last class struggle of history for the highest
aims of humanity our motto towards the enemy is :
“*Hand on throat and knee on the breast!”
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